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The Rainbow Tank is sweet sixteen--Hollywood's calling!




Thousands of commuters saw it
being repainted every day, all
summer long. Dozens of phone
calls were received from an
interested public. National and
local news media inquired on a
regular basis. Television crews
and reporters scrambled to the top

i

Two stars--Eva Marie Saint and
our rainbow tank.

for footage and interviews. And,
the word came from Hollywood
that a movie would be made.
Tinseltown was finally ready for
our “"Rainbow.”

Why all the interest? There’s
nothing new about the rainbow.
Surely. they were not interested in
the 20 workers hanging from
scaffolding 140 feet in the air. the
2.000 gallons of paint used. the
fantastically bright colors, or that
it is the largest copyrighted work
of art in the world.

Certainly, there is a passing
interest in all of these factors. but
the real interest is in what the artist
felt when the design was con-
ceived—hope. To the late Corita
Kent, her rainbow was a symbol of
hope for a bright future for the
City. Her rainbow over Boston
began a new era in the City which
is still evident all around us.
Boston has grown into a vital.
modern, ever-growing metropolis
emulated by cities across the
country. In1971. as today,
Corita’s rainbow represented a

bright, promising future for Bos-
ton Gas and its employees.
Boston Gas has the unique op-
portunity to renew and regenerate
our promise for the future every
five years. when we brighten the
Boston skyline by refurbishing
and repainting the rainbow tank.
Much has been written and

much has been said about the
rainbow. As with any work of
art, the pros and cons are a matter
of personal opinion. No one can
deny. however. that it took for-
ward-thinking and progressive
leadership on the part of our
company officials to make the
(continued on page 2.)
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BOSTON GAS HISTORY

1822 - 1972



Beéinm'ng with this issue of Gas Lines, in commemoration of the 150th

Anniversary of the founding of Boston Gas, a series of articles will outline

the history of the gas industry in Boston and the history of the Boston Gas
Company. This information is based on historical documents, old newspaper
articles and writings of historical significance found in the company archives.
The first installinent deals with the use of gas in European cmes during the

r’q. f’/f:\\‘““"“ ,3.

T Scott ridiculed.

early 1800’s, prior to its introduction to Boston,

In the year 1822 Boston, finally
abandoning its town meeting, was char-
tered as a.city and, in July of that
ycar, gas lights first glowed within the
precincts of the newborn municipality.
The history of Boston’s life and growth

as a city parallels the story of gas and.

its remarkable success in Boston, mak-
ing 1972 the sesquicentennial celebra-
tion year of both the City of Boston
‘and Boston Gas Company.

When Bostonians caught their first
glimpse of “inflammable air,” as gas
was then called, they had no notion
whatsoever of the influence the new
-ﬂ\lummant was destined to have on the
_Jture. .But history suggests that the
“first appearance of gas met at .once
with an admiring gaze and a “good

public” in Boston. This reception was

significant because gas had not aiways

been greeted so favorably in the cities
of Europe. In 1803, Sir Walter Scott,
the novelist and poet, wrote a friend,
“There is 2 madman proposing to light
London with smoke!” Phillipe Lebon,
the first French inventor to enter the
field, went bankrupt from the free show
he gave Parisians in 1801 when he lit

. the apartments and gardens of a hotel

with gas. Napoleon himself called the
whole affair “une grande folie,” Nine-
teen years passed before gas gained a
firm footing in the French capital.
Many of the troubles encountered by
carly promoters of gas were due largely
to the poor quality of the first gas pro-
duced. There was such a lack of tech-
nology in the pioneer years—particu-
larly in the process of purification—
that some of the gas used in ‘London

RAINBOW CONTEST

How many songs are there with

least ten or fiftcen song titles.
full of surprises.

5 gencral accounting,

When It Rains Rainbows, It pours -

“rainbow™ in the title? :
When Gas Lines asked this question in the August issue, it was with the
assumption that employees, by racking their brains, could come up with at
Boston Gas empioyees, however, are always

The winning entry, submitted by Dorca McConaghy, legal services, con-
tained the titles of 141 songs. Dorea’s prize will be dinner for two at Pier 4.

Runner-up Bob Lovely, enginccring, listed 120 songs.
customer relations, 72 songs; Geraidine DiNapoli, legal collection, 46 songs;
Barbara Lemicux, general accounting, 43 songs. .

In all, seventeen employees an ! their families responded to.our guestion.-
Kathi MacGillivray, daughter of Bill M'chiIIivray sales prospector, and
Thomas Kelly, customer relations, gave their entrics an addcd touch with
art work representing their conception of a rainbow.

Other entrics were submitted by Mary Flynn, cashiers; Anna- Mannion,
Allen Badger, pressure group: Jacqueline Wenz, con-
sumer information; Jim Coughlin, customer relations;
meter control; Frank O'Hara, engincering, Jane Kearney, advertising;-Robert
Kamb, engineering; and Sylvia D.on, merchandise accounts.

All song titles were authenticated by Boston Music Cempany.

Paul Bergeron,

Valorie Donohue,

. Streets of the city at night.

" Rhode Island.
.company in the United States was char-
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“smoke™ Sir Walter
In addition, some of
the promeoters made such extravagant
statements that they added to public
distrust of the product.

For exampie, Frederick A. Wmsor
a noted pioneer in the field, exhibited
such- optimism that he unhesitatingly
promised gas could be used for “tan-
ning skins™ and “smoking bacons and
hams.” As to using gas for illumina-
tion, Winsor exclaimed, “gas illumina-
tions may be carried on to the utmost
extent of beauty, a flame which will
play in all forms, submit to instant
changes, ascend in columns to the
clouds, descend in showers from the
trees and arise from the water.” When
all London was afraid of being poi-
soned by the poorly purified gas, Win-
sor contended that a day would come
when peoplc would "cut small holes
in their gas pipes, “for the express
purpose of having the advantage of in-
haling continually the gas, which is the
favorable thing imaginable for the
health.”

Bostonians had to wait another gen-
eration before they could see the
grandeur of gaslight. The work done
by William Murdock, the father of gas-
light in England, and the steady im-

did resemble the

....provement in the quality of the pas
~ - produced, were forces that could not

fail to win recognition of the utility and
value of gas. In 1810, the London
police urged Parliament to install gas
lighting to preserve public safety in the
In 1813,
Westminster Bridge was illuminated
with gas lamps, and, by 1816, gas had
become commonplace in London,
Incvitably, reports of these achieve-
ments were conveyed to Boston.  As
carly as 1806, David Muclville who is
credited as being the first pioneer in
the gas ficld in America, had instalied
pas lights in his home in Ncwpaort,
In 1816, the first gas

tered in Baltimore, and in 1822, Boston
newspapers such as the Boston Messen-

ger and ‘Daily Advertiser bepan peint-

ing favorablccomments concerning the

Arrival of gas in the United States,

“Wext month: *Boston Sces the Light”
: 3
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After gas was successfully intro-
duced in England and the first gas
company in the United States was
chartered in Baltimore in 1816, it was
only natural to assume a faverable
public opinion should be awaiting the
inauguration of a gas company in Bos-
ton. .

If therc was favorable public opin-
ion then it must be inferred from the
absence of hostility to gas, rather than
declared from any direct, affirmative
evidence. The newspapers of the time
were busy reporting news of the Peru-
vizn Indians’ victoricus war. of -inde-
pendence from Spain and, in the
United States, the granting of the first
patent for artificial teeth to Charles
Graham of New York City. Evidently,

it had not occurred to the local news-

papers to describe such local events as
the excitement caused when Bostonians
first saw the “inflammable air” take
fire and brighten the night.

The first user of illuminating gas in
Boston was Daniel Darby, a Devon-
_shire Strect boot and shoemaker, who
lit his shop in 1817. But the first writ-

ten evidence of gas in Boston was a_

.short paragraph in the Boston Daily
Advertiser on July 15, 1822:
“Several attempts have been hereto-
fore made to introduce gas lights
intg this town without success. We
are not acquainted with the causes
of the failure. An experiment has
lately been made with better prom-
ise. A company formed for the pur-
pose of furnishing the gas has suc-
ceeded in obtaining that which burns
entirely free from smell or smoke,
and they offer to furnish it for gen-
eral use on such terms as will make
it the cheapest as well as the most
perfect artificial light. They have
made a very satisfactory experiment
at the shop of Mr. Bacon in Court
Street, the splendid appearances of
which has nightly attracted much

OSTON SEES THE LIGHT

(Second in a series of articles outlining

the history of Boston Gas Company)

attention. We understand that pre-
parations are making for introducing
it into extensive use.”

The Mr. Bacon on Court Street in
1822 was the proprictor of an apothe-
cary, making the first gasworks in the
city of Boston a drugstore. On August
19, 1822, a group of men, referred to
as “the association” and as “the City
Gas Company”, “prayed permission”
from the newly established mayor and
aldcrmen 1o lay pipes for the purpose
of supplying gas to customers in Bos-
ton.

This petition, referred to a special
committee for consideration, declared
the petitioners’ readiness .“to produce
gas, sct forth the advantages achieved
by the usc of gas’in other cities, and
ask authority to lay pipes in Boston
which shall have a maximum diameter
of three inches”. Only in the very rare
instances in which it may be necessary
to cross a street, they said, will the
laying of the pipcs require that street
pavements be torn up. The petition-
ers also said they intended to lay their
pipes for the most part under the side-
walks. Lastly, they called attention to
the use of gas in the future for lighting
the city’s streets and public ways at a
25% reduction in cost as compared to
the present use of oil.

The petitioners inciuded some of the
outstanding names in the city: Alex-
ander Parris, John Raulstone, John
Raadall, David Mapley, William Pres-
cotl, Danicl Pearson, Horace Gray,
LEdward Clark, Joseph Kidder. Scorge

Doane, B, P, Tilden, J. C. Gray, W.

Webster, W. P. Main, F. C. Gray, F.
Dexter, P. T. Jackson and Charles P.
Curtis,

On August 27, 1822, only cipght days
after receipt of the petition, the special
committee reported to the aldermen

“that the petition should be allowed.

That same day, the aldermen granted
the nssociation the right to lay pipes

under the sidewalks. In granting ap-
proval to lay pipes, the aldermen also
provided the city's first “public utility”
law. They stated that in laying the
pipes, all pavement and bricks must
be taken up under the supervision of
the commissioners of the highways and
at the expense of the association. Thus
the city's first Board of Aldermen set
the field of law and regulation of public
utility corporations. '
The newly organized association im-
mediately began planning a site for
their gasworks from where they would
supply gas made froim the distillation
of oil. This was the cause of a long
delay in the realization of their original
goals since, in those early days, the
path to commercial success and prac-
ticability lay in the development of gas
made from coal and not from oil.
On January 22, 1823, the Massa-
chuseits General Court passed an act
chartering the Boston Gas Light Com-
pany, allowing it a capital not to cx-
ceed $75,000, and affirming the com-

pany’s right, with the assent of the -

mayor and aldermen of Boston, to lay
pipes in the city's strects. Named as
incorporators were William Prescott,
Alexander Parris, Bryant P. Tilden,
Nathan Hale and John C. Gray.

For all commercial intents and pur-
poses, the charter of the Boston Gas
Light Company as a Massachusectts
corporation has centinued in cxistence
ever since. This charter makeés the
company the oldest pas company in
New England and the second Idest in
the United States. Fowever, the in-
corporation of 1823 did not mean im-
mediate success for the new company.
The impracticability of the plan to use
oil as the source of gas supply delaved
the general manufacture and sale of
£as in Boston until 1828.

Next month:*Production and Compe-
tition™

A
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(Third in a series. of articles omtlining the history of Beston Gas Company)

The earliest cxperiments by the
newly-formed company to introduce
gas for the purpose of supplying light
for the buildings and streets of Beston
began in 1823 in a building used as
a riding school and circus, situated in
what was then called Sheafe’s Lane,
now known as Avcry Street.

In 1827, the company purchascd
from William Vernon an estate located
in the North End scction of the city on
the northwest side of Copps Hill. This
tract included 15,000 square feet of
land and formed the nucicus of the
property on which was situated the
first operating gas plant in the City of
Boston.

An enginecer named Robert Cary
Seng, who had a major role in the

- country’s first gas company in Balti-

more, was brought to Boston and his
skill helped overcome the technological
problems facing the Boston company.

This plant was expanded in size
until it included all the land bound by
Hell, Commercial and Prince streets,
Hillman’s Allcy, and Snowhill Strect.
. The first public street lamps were
fighted in Pock Square on January 1,
1829. Fifty years later, there were 10,-
000 gas lamps in use by the city.

The Boston Almanac for 1837 de-
scribed the gas works in this manner:

“The gas made at this establishment
is a compound of coal and resin,
and is esteemed for its brilliancy and

{fluminating power. There are three '

L=

CuRR

gasometers (gas holders) connected
with the company's works, two in

Hull Street, each of forty fegr in >

diameter, and vne in Washington
Streer at the extreme south part of
the city, of eighty feet. This is the
largest gasomecter in the United

States and contains fifteen thousand

feet of gas.”

-

In a few short ycﬁrs, the North End

works had hecome.a great plant, em- -

ploying a large number of men, and
excreising preat influence in commer-
cial and political affairs. Tt was for
many years one of the leading gas

works in the country. The North End.

works were continually enlarged and
improved, vntil it had a daily capacity
for four million cubic fect of coal gas.
Repeated additions to the holder ca-
pacity denoted the increasing output
of gas and led to the reduction in the
price of gas.

The coals used during the early years
of gas manufacture in Boston were
rom Newcastle, brought across the
Atlantic from England. Later, coal
{rom the Albion mines at Pictou and
the Lingan mincs of Cape Breton,
Nova Scotia, were imported to Boston.
So strong was the position of Newcastle
and Nova Scotia coals in this market,
that it was not until 1850 that any spe-
cial effort was made on the part of the
Pennsylvania coal miners to seil their
product along the Atlantic seaboard.

On one occasion, when the question

. EXTERIOR VIEW OF BOSTON GAS WORKS.
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of imposing a duty on Nova Scotia
coal was before a congressional com-
mittee, Mr. W. W. Greenough of the
Boston Gas Light Company announcued
that the legitimate source of supply of
coal for New England was from Nova
Scotia, and that, *if the Creator had
intended my company to use the Penn-
sylvania coals, He would have placed
them cast of the Allcgheny Mountains.”

Inevitably, however, the domestic
coal came to play a larger part in the
manufacture of gas in New England
as arrangements for transporting it
here by water were improved and as
shipment by rail was developed.

Gas was originally sold cither on the
basis of the number of burners installed
or the size of the supply pipe. The
original price of measurcd gas in the
city was 35 per thousand cubic fcet.
Production costs were high and the
company had to keep the sale price
high to prevent its customers from
burning up all its “stock on hand”.

If the substitution of coal for oil as
the source of gas supply was a funda-
mental step which had to come before
gas could become a commercial suc-
cess in Boston, another requisite for
the progress of the company was the
advent of the gas meter. Samuel Clegg
first produced a gas meter in London as
early as 1815, and although some En-
glish-made meters may have been im-
ported here, none were manufactured
in the United States uniil 1832. The
Boston Meter Works were organized in
{849, Much controversy and abuse
centered about the early meters and
their alleged inaccuracics before the
dependable meter of today was finally
evolved. Yet, even the first crude pro-
vision for measuring gas meant the ¢co-
nomic salvation of the gas industry, and
made possible its establishment on a
sound basis.

From the first price of $5 per thou-
sand cubic fect of measured gas in Bos-
ton, the charge was gradually reduced

" until in 1860 it was $2.25. Toward

the close of the Civil War, it was in-
creased to $3.25 and continucd to
command this ratec until 1870, when
reductions again were frequently made
until, in 1909, the price was as fow as
80¢ per thousand cubic feet, In 1922,
it rosc to $1.35 and today is back at a
level of $5.83. :

The Boston Gas Light Company ac-
complished the broad popularization of
gas by lowering the costs of manufac-
ture and by producing the gas in vast

quantitics, ¢
. o

To be continued. o ;
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. THIE MAKING OF AN INDUSTRY

{Fourth in a series of articles outlining the history o! Boston Gas Company}

Following the lead of the Boston Gas
Light Company, other companies were
formed to supply the areas now a part
of Boston or Mctropolitan Boston.
Competition among companies was
keen during the mid to late 19th cen-
tury and duplication of facilities was
common, even to the extent of different
companies laying pipes in the same
strects.

Numerous companies were formed
during the {9th century:

1846 Charlestown Gas Light
Company
1852 Roxbury Gas Light Company
1852  South Boston Gas Light
Company
1853 Jamaica Plain Gas Light
Company
1853 Brookline Gas Light
_ Company
1853 East Boston Gas Light
Company
1853 Chelsca Gas Light Company
1853 " Citizens’ Gas Light Company
! (Quincy)
1854 Dorchester Gas Light
;. Company

ey ]
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1854 Newton and Watertown Gas
Light Company .

1857 Waltham Gas Light Company

1884 Bay Statec Gas Company

1896 Massachusetts Pipe Line

Company

By the early 1900's, several of the
companics would merge into what be-
came known as the Boston Consoli-
dated Gas Company.

Previous to 1852, the Boston Gas
Light Company was practically a family
concern, under the management of
George Darracott. From 1849 to 1861,
the president of the company was the
Honorable Samucl A, Eliot. He had
been mayor of Boston and member of
Congress, was treasurer of Harvard.
College and the. father of Charles W,
Eliot, president emcritus of Harvard.
Etiot was succeeded as president of the
campany by John A. Lowell, 1862 to
1877, whosc grandson, A. L. Lowell
was also president of Harvard., Asso-
ciated as director of the company with
Eliot and Lowell were George W, Ly-
man, Charles I. Curiis, Augustus Low-
ell and other cqua][y distinguished men,

IHHIIIIIH'”
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so that the old Boston Gas Company
became one of Boston's houschold in-
stitutions along with Plymouth Rock

" and the Mayflower.

Successful management of the com-

. pany through the nincteenth century

cailed for intelligence and breadth of
policy, With the city's growth in popu-
lation and the constantly changing and
enlarging needs of industry here, cour-
age and resourcefulness were needed to
kecp the organization abreast of the
times.

In 1853, W. W. Greenough was made
treasurer and general manage . e beld
these oftices for 30 years until 188U,
One of the first steps of the Greenouph
management was the sale in 1854 of
the Roxbury mains and rights to the
Roxbury Gas Light Company. This act
of partition was reversed by the con-

solidation fifty ycars later. Shortly after -

Grecnough took charge, in an act
reflecting the consumerism of the times,
he hired a complaint clerk by the name
of Johnson who worked for the com-
pany 56 ycars,

-
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THE ERA OF CONSOLHDATION, STABILITY AND GROWTH

(Fifth in a series of articles outlining the history of Borton Gas Company.)

In 1896, the Massachusetts Pipe
Line Gas Company was chartered with
sowers for making and sclling gas.
This company visualized the possibil-
ity of the consolidation of other gas
sompanies in Greater Boston. In
1898, it built ‘a large gas holder and
large gas plant for purification and
measurement of gas in Everett and
laid its large mains to connect and
feed other companies. One of their
outstanding engineering projects was
the construction of the Malden bridge
tunnel under the Mystic River. The
tunnel, which was 952 feet long and
54 inches in diameter, connected the
Everett Works and the City of Boston
for gas distribution.

In 1897, the New England Gas and
Coke Company was organized and it
built a by-product plant of 400 coke
ovens in Everctt for the manufacturce
of coke and gas. This plant adjoined
the works of the Massachusetts Pipe
Line Company.

In 1898, the state legislature re-
quested the Board of Gas Commis-

sioners to consider and report to them

a plan for the consolidation of the
corporations supplying gas in Boston.
The board submitted a plan for con-
solidation in 1899, but it was opposed
by the gas companies and no action
followed that year.

In 1902, the Massachusetts Gas
Corapanies, a voluntary association,
was formed to take over the New
England Gas and Coke Company and,
in 1903, this ncw organization was
permilted to consolidate the eight gas
campanics operating in Greater Bos-
ton. The consolidation became the
Boston Consolidated Gas Company in
1905, climinating much confusion and
expensive duplication of {acilitics. The
old companics passed out of exis-
tence and the new company began its
remarkable carcer under President
James L. Richards.

- As soon as thc companics were
conselidated, many extensions and

b

-

improvements to plant and mains
were begun. In 1908, a new plant in
Everatt with a 14 million cubic feet
daily capacity began.’the manufacture
of water gas to mix with the oven gas
brought from the coke company. But
the growth of the business began to
exceed the capacity of the new plant
in a short time,

To secure a steady supply of coal
of properly blended quality, Massa-
chusetts Gas Companies in 1908 ac-
quired coal mines in West Virginia.
A fleet of collier-type steamers was
added, accomplishing economical and
dependable transportation of this coal
to the Everett plant.

The gas industry in Boston was pro-
gressing rapidly. The advent of elec-
tric lighting in the 1880’s marked the
beginning of the.gas industry’s new
character as a fuel industry, rather
than a lighting industry, Prior to
1900, about 80% of all gas sold in
Boston was for lighting.

Although rudimentary cooking with
gas had been practiced for many years,
box-like gas stoves and queer-looking
heaters became popular in the late

© 1860's. In 1883, a gas stove with a

water back was among the first water

- heaters and in 1899 the first automatic

water heater was produced. The
1890ys saw gas-fired steam boilers,
melting furnaces, coffee roasters and
other industrial applications.

The first utility appliance sales store
was openad in Providence, Rhode Is-
land in 1873. Shortly after that Bos-
ton-Gas opened its first appliance .cen-
ter on West Street. Gas heating, long
restricted to room radiant heate.s and
gas steam radiators, pained wide ac-
ceptance as a ccntral heating method
in the years after 1916.

James Lorin Richards was presi-
dent of Boston Consolidated Gas
Company from 1905 until 1921, Dur-
ing this period, the company assumed
control of the East Boston Gas Com-
pany, Chelsca Gas Light Company,
Newton and Waltertown Gas Light

>,

Company, Waltham Gas Light Com-
pany, and the Citizens Gas Company
of Quincy.

In 1927, the Boston Consolidated
Gas Company building at the corner
of Arlington and Stuart Streets was
dedicated. The thirtecn-story office
building was the largest in the world
to be heated entirely by gas. Prior to
1927, the company headquarters were
at 24 West Street, Boston.

Other developments were also tak-
ing place. An inventive genius, Hein-
rich Koppers, developed the coke-
oven to a new stage of perfection in
Germany. The Koppers® interest in-
troduced this modern coke-oven to the
United States and for years their en-
gineering, operating and research or-
ganizations made substantial contribu-
tions to the development of the coal
mining and coke plant industries. Be-
lieving in the soundness of investing
in related industries, the Koppers’ in-
terests acquired Massachusetts Gas
Companies in 1929 through the forma-
tion of Eastern Gas and Fuel Asso-
ciates. By so doing, the same cfficient
coordination was gained among coal
mines, selling companies, steamships,
docks and coke plants as Massachu-
setts Gas Companies had accom-
plished by forming the Bostoen Consol-
idated Gas Company from many
smaller local gas companies.

In 1930, Eastern Gas and Fucl As-
sociates purchased the Charlestown
Gas and Electric Company and. in
1931, transferred it to Boston Gas.
Also in 1930, Boston Coensolidated
Gas extended its franchised terriiory
into the towns of Wayland. Joncord,
Lincoln, Sudbury, Dcedford, Littleton,
Ayer, Acton and Groton,

In 1932, a new distribution service
station was built at McBride Street,
Jamaica Plain, on the site of the old
Jamaica Plain Gas Company. Al cus-
tomer service and distribution activi-
ties functiongd from McDride Street
and Seyon Street in Waltham,

{To Be Contintted)
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM 193¢ TO TODAY

(Sixth and last in a series of articles outiihing the history of Boston Gas Company)

During the depression-ridden 1930%,
Boston Consolidated Gas Company
continued to prosper economically and
its employees became a closely-knit
family-type unit through social activ-
ities with increased concern for their
joint benefit. :

As the company expanded its fran-
chise to the western suburbs in 1930,
the employees formed their “Employ-
ees’ Association” for the purpose. of
promoting activities for their civic,
social, athletic, and educational wel-
fare. Woodbury Hale was elected the
first Association president. September
1930 was Volume I, Issue I, of the
company magazine, with a large “?”
where its fitle should be, A contest
was held to find a suitable name for
the new magazine with a $25 prize
for the winner. Judging the contest was
Dana D. Bamum, president of the
company; Walter Beckjord, general
manager; and Gerald A, Higgins, the
magazine's first editor.

Five hundred and seventy-five titles
were submitted. With seven entries
almost identical to the winning “Gas
Lines”, the prize was increased to $35
and shared equally, One of the seven
winners was a young man working in
the distribution department whe had
joined the company five years before
— Russ Woodward. Now training
supervisor in the engincering depart-
ment, Russ retires on January 1, 1973,
“T remember it well,” said Russ, when
reminded of the event. “The $5 we
cach received went a long way in those
days.”

In July 1930, when the company
expanded into the western suburbs,
the cvent was appropriately celebrated
with a tour by town and city officiuls,
including Mayor James M. Curley of
Boston. The tour included the Arling-

8
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ton Street building, the Everett gener-
ating plant and the Allston station,
which sent gas into the new territories.

In Jaguary 1931, the Boston Con-
solidated Gas Company Credit Union
was established and James A. Stewart,
treasurer of the company, was elected
its first president. The following month
the company added the Chariestown
Gas -& Electric Company to its family
when it was purchased by Eastern Gas
and Fuel Associates.

In 1932, the company’s new service
facility was completed at McBride
Street in Jamaica Plain and, in the
same year, a touch of the company's
social consciousness was evidenced by
a window display at Arlington Street
which explained the benefits and ad-
vantages of gas appliances — all
wriiten in Italian.

1933 saw the introduction of a
new air-cooled Electrolux gas refrig-
erator which was heralded as one of
the most important developments in

- the pas industry in many years. Sales

in ail areas increased in 1934, Gas
heating costs were drastically reduced
and more than 1,400 house hcating
installations were sold.

The Boston Consolidated Gas Com-
pany Band was founded in 1934 under
the direction of Fortunato Sordillo.
For many ycars the band was the
toast of paracdes and concerts through-
out the city and state. -

Through the years, the company
was foriunate to have outstanding ex-
ccutive leadership such as Dana D.
Barnum, president of the company and
former president of the American Gas
Association who, in 1935, was clected
president of the American Standards
Assaciation, the national clearinghouse
for standards and safcty codes. Mr.
Barnum was succceded as company

president in 1937 by E. M. Famsworth,
who had been the vice president and
general manager since 1934,

To provide for the ever-increasing
demand for gas during the new decade
of the 40's, a ten-million cubic foot
waterless gas holder, similar to that at
Commercial Point, was complcted at
the Everett plant. These holders were
the largest of their kind in New En-
gland. '

In 1941, in a unique experiment
revolutionizing customer service, twelve
special company service cars were
equipped with short wave radio receiv-
ing and transmitiing’ sets.

During the war years, many of the
company's young men and women left
for the armed services. At home, pre-
cautionary steps were taken to protect
company property in case of air raids
by setting up 23 mobilization centers
and employees joined the war eilon
through -war bond campaigns, blood
drives and camp shows. Employces
also formed a troupe which traveled
to all the state’s Armed Forces camps
io entertain servicemen. At war's cnd,
193 returning war veterans were hon-
ored by the company at a dinner at
the Hotel Statler. On that occasion,
seven company men killed in the war
were honored posthumously,

The year 1947 was a great milestone

" in the company’s history as it cele-

brated its 125th andiversary. As part
of that celebration, several hundred
cmployces and [riends attended a pula
birthday ball at the Arlington Sireet
auditorium.

In April of 1948, Earl H. Eacker,
vice president since 1942, succeeded
E. M. Famsworth as president.

Tragedy struck the company in May
of 1942 whén an cmployee was killed

(Continneed on Page 10)
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the compa‘ny s business increased
rapidly. 1he piping and fixturc busi-

ness of the Company was sold to a for-

mer foreman of the litting department,
and a number of the old fitters began

usincsses of their own. The resulting
compcunon led them to seek customers
rot only in every ncw building erected,
but also among business firms and peo-
ple who had never been asked to use
gas. In 30 ycars the number of gas cus-
tomers had grown from 3,000 to 30,-
000 and the rich Boston Gas territory
began to attract the aticntion of outside
capitalists. Not only thc Boston Gas
Light Company, but also the South
Boston, Roxbury, Dorchester, and other
suburban companies became prospei-
ous, and the metropolitan Boston dis-
trict became a prize cagerly sought by
enterprising invaders,

In 1861, The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts established several in-
spection laws. The new laws set the
minimum iiluminating power of the gas
at 12 candles and the gas was required
to be sufficiently purified from sulphur-
ated hydrogen, ammonia, and carbonic
acid, Later, the standard candle power
was raised to 16 and quantitative. re-
strictions were placed on sulphur- and
ammonia,

In 1882, the Boston Gas Light Com-
Cﬁaany buiit a coal gas plant at Commer-
cial Point in Dorchester, which repre-
scnted the best possibie construction at
the time. Both the North End Works
directed by W. A. Wood and the Com-
mercial Point Works directed by C. D,
Lamson werc operating at peak effici-
ency. Mr. M. S, Greenough, son of W,
W. Greenough, was the company engi-
neer, He successfully supervised the
construction, operation, manufacture
and distribution of gas. He was a leader
in the industry, serving as president of
the Amecrican Gas Light Association in
1886 and 1887, and president of the
New England Association of Gas Engi-
f'neers.

The Boston company was in exccl-
lent condition to withstand attack from
competitors; clectric lighting had not
yot bepun cffective competition with
gas, the company works and mains w 're
ample and in excellent condition, the
gas sold at a premium and sales were
increasing rapidly. Tn 1887, the entire
capitalization, including capital stock
a4 bands, of all the gas companics in

assachusctts was $12,626,208. The
gas industry had arrived.

(1o be continued)
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l).]rucl J. McGonuagle, cusiomer ser-
vice, g.vho was cited recently in a letter
from a grateful lady, “May I express
my smburc Br'!llllldb to 2 young man
whose namu is Dan McGonagle. [
shall ncvm\- forget his Kindness and
courtesy. 1 am not a very young grand-
mother, whose car broke down in a
most inconverijent location. As I have
recently been ill, I thought it univise
to attempt the h;kc it would cntall to
reach help. I s\t for a solid hour
watching cars whiz, by before I heard
a cheerful voice 3py, ‘Excuse me,
Madam, can I help you'? Boston Gas
Company, I salute™ you for hiring the
caliber of people you evldcntly do, and
to the young man, a I'I'll”lQ{l thanks,”

Mrs. Julia A. Donoghue, \Vifgé
John A. Donoghue, methods and/pro-
cedures, who pgraduated cum flaude
from Boston College in JunceAwvith a
BA in English and Education. Mrs.
Donoghue, a former employee of Bos-
ton Gas house heating and £ngincering
division, completed her gducation in
just 29 years, after taking time out for
marriage and raising scven children,

W. Gary Twohig, school contact
representative, volume sales, who was
awarded a certificate of commendation
and two awards from the Greater Bos-
ton Chamber of Commerce for his out-
standing performance in the Chamber's
spring “cont?é’t" membership drive.
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CENTRAL DISTRICT produced four more $30 United Siales Savings Bond wmncn in the

distribution department’s monthly safely contest,

Their names remained in the “hat™ for

being accideni-free. DPresenting the bond on the job 1o Fdward Feency, the June winoer, is
Jim’ Welch, distrihution oflice supervisor. Looking on wilh envy are (lelt 10 rizht) (-ur:}d
Hannibald, Bob Doyle, and crew foreman John Mitchell. Inseis—AY lefi, John Mclonodgh,
larch winner; cenler, Arthur Coughlm. April winner; and right, Arthur Contini, May wiu-

.

cr who also won the first savings bond when the contest begdn in November (971,
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HIGHLIGHTS

{Continied from Page 8)

in a $2 million firc and explosmn at

the Everett plant.

It was the dawn of ,a new era for
the company and the New England
gas indusity when, in 1949, Eastern
Gas and Fuel Associates joined with
the New England Gas and Elcetric
Asrsociation and Providence Gan Cimis
pany in sponsoring a new natural gas
pipeline company. The new company,
Algonquin Gas Transmission Com-
pany, was formed to bring natural gas
to New England, After nearly {30 years
of manufactured gas, Boston Consoli-

dated Gas would begin distributing

natural gas to its customers,

In 1950, company employees again
responded to a call to arms as the
Korean War began. Two company
men lost their lives in the conflict.

The monumental task of converting
gas appliances for natural gas use —
which would not be completed until
1960 — began in 1953 in the towns of
Groten, Littleton, Ayer and Acton.
That same year, President Eacker was
elected president of the American Gas
Association at its 35th annual conven-
tion in St. Louis and the company ex-
-panded south of Boston with the mer-
ger with Old Colony Gas Company,
adding 20,000 customers and 123 em-
ployees.

In 1955, the company name was
officially changed to Boston Gas Com-
pany and the following year all the ap-
pliances in the eight Old Colony Dis-
trict towns were converted to operate
on natural gas.

During the mid-50s gas sales in-
creased rapidly. To meet the preat
demand for gas in the western suburbs,
the company installed 45%% miles of
new mains and over 1,500 new service
lines.
¢ One of the greatest projects in the
company's 136-ycar history was
launched in 1958 — the adjustment of
700,000 appliances in the central dis-
trict to usc 800 BTU gas. Headquar-
ters for the conversion operation v.as
71 Amory Street, Roxbury, under the
direction of John T. Mc¢Kenna, ficld
coordinator, and the company's present
assistant vice president of operations.
By 1960, all appliance conversions in
the cumpeny's franchise territory were
completed,

The age of the computer arrived at
Boston Gas in 1961 when a new data
processing system known as the “1BM
10

Al

]
'

1400 Scries” was installed. That same
year, the franchise lerritory was ex-

“tended northwesterly to Harvard, Carl-

isle, Shirley and Boxborough.

The company now served 32 com-
munitics over 475 squate miles,

In January 1964, Claude 'F. Mach-
en, vice president, succecded Earl
Eacker as president of Boston Gas.
The following year the Southampion
Strawt gas holder, long o promldcnt
Roxbury landmark, was dismantied.
That same year, the company head-
quarters at Arlington Sireet were sold
and the employees were relocated to
the McBride Street, Operations Cen-
ter. !

Boston Gas entered the late 1960’s
with great optimism as the demand for
natural gas continued to climb. Gas
sales in all areas were rising steadily
and the demand for gas began exceed-
ing the supply. Boston Gas had shown
great foresight in constructing an in-
stallation which would play a key role
in maintaining adequate supplics of gas.
In November, 1967, construction of a
liquefied natural gas (LNG) plant be-
gan at Commercial Point. In 1968
the first shipload of LNG arrived at
Commercial Point from Algeria aboard
the Aristotle, marking the first time
ING was imported to the United
States.

In October 1969, the second strike
in the company’s history began, end-
ing 77 days later. The following year,
construction began on the second LNG
tank at Commercial Point and “Old
Fatty” — the 200-foot-high gas holder,
which had been a Boston landmark for

-47 years — was dismantled. Built in

1923, the holder was one of the largest

" in the country.

Upon completion of the second
LNG tank, Boston Gas had the largest
single operational LNG storage facility
in the United States. The plant has a
storage capacity of 2.14 billion cubic
feet of natural gas in liquid form—
more gas than is used in the enlire
cily-of Boston in a two-week period,

A ncw era in the distribution opera-
tions of the company began in 1971
when Boston Gas became the lirst gas
company to ulilize insertion of 8-inch
plastic pipe in renewing existing gas
mains. That same ycar, work began
on what would become the largest work
of art in the world as the “rainbow”
design created by artist Corita Kent
was painted on Boston Gas' 150foot-
high LNG tank at Commercial Foint.

In October 1971, afler six years of

operating the company from the Mc-
Bride Street facility, Boston Gas,
through Eastern Gas and Fuel Asso-
ciates, signed a long-term lease for tive
floors of office space in the John Han-
cock Tower in downtown Boston.
Plans were made to occupy the ncw
quarters in the fall of 1973.

The company began its 150th year
in 1972 by expanding its territory
further west with lts mecger with the
Norwood, Wachusett and Central
Massachusetts gas companies, adding
15 communities, 25,000 new customers
and 89 new employees. January 1972,

"also saw William J. Pruyn, senior vice

president of Boston Gas, elected presi-
dent of the company and Claude F.
Machen named chairman of the board
and chief executive officer.

While acquiring new companies
and additional customers, Boston Gas
also announced in February of 1972
an agreement to sell the Charlestown
Electric division to Boston Edison,

In October 1972, the company was
expanding once again with the an-
nouncement of Eastern Gas and Fuel
Associates’ purchase of three more gas
companies: Mystic Valley, Lynn and
North Shore pas companies and Mas-
sachusetts LNG Corporation. When
the purchase is approved, the com-
panies will be merged with Boston Gas,
adding 600 employees, 175,000 cus-
tomers and 27 communities to Bos-
ton Gas’ franchise area. The com-
pany’s customers will total over 500,-
000 in 74 communities covering 900
square miles when the merger is com-
plete sometime in 1973.

So much for the past, What does
the future hold for Boston Gas? A
few things to ponder are the concern
for the nation’s energy supply; the
company’s gas supply; alternatives to
pipeline gas; more imported LNG;
the manufacture of synthetic gas; sup-
porting the efforts to develop cxpiora-
tion for gas off the New England coast;
consumerism; social responsibility. and
more. We strive to fultill an unwritien
company philosophy:

To continute to progress, adapt and

meet the energy needs of our cus-

tomers while providing the best pos-
sible service. To nmieel onr obligu-
tion fo our investors by striving to
give them a good return on their in-'
vestment, To be a socially respon-
sible corporate citizen by involving
ourselves in the needs of our com-
munities and customers.

. " . 't:. i
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BOSTON GAS COMPANY

The nation’s second oldest gas distributor and New England’s largest, Boston Gas
serves 74 cities and towns in eastern and central Massachusetts. A network of over
5,700 miles of gas distribution mains brings this clean-burning fuel to approximately
500,000 customers. The company heats over 300,000 homes and many municipal,
apartment and commercial buildings and supplies gas to over 35,000 commercial and
industrial establishments.

The company employs about 1,700 people and has executive offices at One Beacon
Street in downtown Boston. The majority of Boston Gas personnel are based there
and at operations centers in West Roxbury and Malden. Satellite stations throughout
the territory supplement these three principal facilities.

Boston Gas and the City of Boston share a common birthdate. In the summer of 1822,
the year Boston town became a city, gas lights were first lit in the Dock Square section
of the city. The city and the company have grown together ever since.

In its first 130 years, the company manufactured its own gas from coal. Prior to
1900, most of this gas was used in Boston for lighting, and gas lamps still dot Beacon
Hill and the Back Bay sections of the city.

With the advent of electric lights in the 1800s, gas use shifted from primarily lighting
to cooking, hot water heating, house heating and various commercial and industrial
applications.

The growth in the uses of gas paralleled the growth of the company’s franchise terri-
tory. During the early 1900s, Boston Gas merged with many small gas companies
throughout Greater Boston. In the last half century, as Boston Gas expanded into the
suburbs, the company changed dramatically. The 1950s saw the conversien from
manufactured gas to natural gas piped from the U. §. southwest. The 1960s and ’70s
brought computerization of records, the use of plastic pipe, the widespread use of
liquefied natural gas to help meet heavy winter demand and the construction of a
substitute natural gas plant.

Throughout the decades, the company has always had responsible and dedicated
employees to deliver the gas safely and efficiently meet customer needs.

In the same way the company’s history is rooted in Boston and the surrounding area,
Boston Gas” underground mains are embedded in the communities it serves. The
company is, therefore, committed to improving the quality of life for its customers,
employees and the general public.

One Beacon Street  Boston, MA. 02108 (617) 742-8400
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-BdSTON,:ﬁASS., May- 7 1971 - Perhaps the 1argest work
of art in the United States, and 00551011 the uorld is bexng ':€£
_consxdered fér-an 1nstallat10n of Boston Gas ~— on its
"150-foot hlgh llquefled natural gas (LJG) tank in Lhe
“VDorchester sectlon ofBoston.

Transforming the huge white tank into‘perhaos iﬁe
world‘s largest “canvas" will be lnternatlorally acclalmed

artlst Corita ﬁent _ o . -_;. S

”Corlta hent has been commissioned by BOSuun Gas to . .

-+

captu:e,-ln her unique style, .the spirit of Greater Boston
as well as 3cston Gas, its'eméloyeés'and‘its prdduét S
natural gas," said C. F. Machen, president of Bostoﬁ Gas.
"We belieﬁe hgr use of vibraqt colo;s, unrestricted movemen@ e
and imagination will accomplish this."

'Td brighten'éhe skyline of Bdspbn} Corita Xent has
created a rainbow of color -- éurple . greén, blue, reé,
yelldw and orange - in free flowing sweceps across the
LNG tank. Her original art has b=en done first on an

exact-scale model of the LG tank.
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Corita Kent began work on her design late last Decemberx. *’

Her preliminary model was submitted in March and her final

‘model accepted Mey 6. It is hoped that transfer of her

de51gn to the- tank can be accoenllshed thls sumner, T -

‘The tank, whlch stores gas in a llquefled state at

f260 degrees below zero, wrll be transforned 1nto a. - ;;

: 73 374—square foot alfresco art. object.. dy comoarlson, the'

N

;Hassachusetts atate ﬂouse dome ls a llttle over 5, 800 square

"5,.feet..

N

Corita Kent first atfracted widespread‘attention‘while'

she was director of the art departmernt at Immaculate Heart

_College in'Los_Angeies._ Her medium is serigraph (silkscreer

fprintiﬁﬁtiiizihg“tﬁéfpffhtéd”ﬁora:iﬁéenioﬁsiy'and interestiﬁgly;
.,Quotetions-used in her serigraphs -- which come to life in her'

.ert —~ come from scholars, poets, writers and. others.

MlSS Kent's art is in- the permanent collections of 37
museums, 1nclud1ng Boston s Museum of Fine Art’ and in galler;esﬂ

across the United States and around the world. She presently’

" lives in Boston and travels extens;vely. -
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" in het free-wheeling,

.T‘OP SPOT

Tank Full of Rambowsﬁ.‘.ff

By Edgar Dnsoo]l .Tr., Globe Staff

There'll ‘be a. perm.anent rainbow near

“the Southeast Expressway come summer

‘if the Boston Gas Cfmpany has its way.

"It has commissjoned the infernational-
1y acclaimed artist, Corita Xent of Marl-
f)or_o street, Back Bay, to decorate its

’150-foot high liquefied natural gas tank
on Commercihl: Pomt, Dorchester adja-

eent to the Exprmway.

A former Roman-Catholie nun, who as
Sister Corita won all sorts of top awards
for her swinging prints, she has come up
“with a rainbow design of primary colors

which .has met-with. Boston Gas officials’ _

approva].

‘Negotiations are. now underway to
pamt what may well be one of the world's
largest ‘“‘canvases’ under ‘Miss Kent's di-
-rection. The gay bands of color, executed
expressive way, will
be in crange, yellow, vermillion, -blue,
green and black. They will arc over the
curved tank and dovwn its sides, at widths
of up to 35 feet.

"The tank to.be painted is the white cne
with ‘the “Bostongas" insignia on it. It

holds 290,000 barrels of liquefied gas at
.260 degvees below zero, This is the equiva-
~lent of one billion cubic feet of vapor gas,

or enough to supply the entire ¢ity.of Bos-
ton for a week.

A second tank nearby, which is ap-
proximately the same size, has not been
painted yet. Plans call for its being
painfed next fall and it is likely that Miss
Kent will be asked to design a companion

design for it

Miss Kent began work on her latest —
ang certainly largest creation ever — last
Decermnber. Her preliminary model was

ARTIST CORITA KENT displays model
of repainted gas-tank.
{Charles Dixon yhoto)

submitted in March and he final design
accepted May 6. _.

“Corita Kent has been commissioned
by Boston Gas to capture, in her unique
style, the spirit of Greater Boston as well
as Boston Gas, its employees and its pro-
uct — natural gas,” says Claude F, Mach-
en, president of the company, “We beljeve
her use of vibrant colors, unrestricted
movement and imagination will accom-~
plish. this.”

TANKS, Page 4

R
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HUB gets a tank full of rainbows

* TANKS )
Continued from Page 1

A small, dynamic
woman, now in her early-
50s, Miss Kent resigned
from the Order of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary
two-and-half years ago
after 32 years in the con-
vent. As artist-teacheriand
director of the Order's Col-
lege in Loz Angeles,. she.
wasg the first o sing the
praises of the Lord via pop.
art_ - . . . .

“T want to do a different
thing ... You should be
true .to your ‘own con-
science. - That's a good,
old-fashioned way of say-
ing yon know what God's
-will is* she said at the-
time of her leaving the
sisterhood.

- Today, her hot-color,
joyous silk screen prints

are in the collections of 37 |

“major museums here and
abroad, including the Bos-
ton Museum, the Métropol--

jtan Musetin’ and the Mu- |

seum of Modern Art, New
York '

. Why .a rainbow for the

73,374-square foot® tank?
(the dome of ‘the State

-Hoiise is a- little over|’

5800~-square feet).:
“I've been interested in
rainbows for gquite a while,”

the trim, bright-eyed artist
said yesterday, “It seemed
a neat thing to do with the
tank’s oval form. To me a
rainbow represents hope,
uplifting, spring. . .

*It's a joyous expression,

joining Heaven and earth .
together,” the former nun--
‘said, quoling from -Genesis

TX.of the Bible.in which-
- God promises to ‘put a
.. bow in the eky as a sign of
“a’ covenant betwezn Him

. and man” . -

- Miss -Kent said the
- biggest thing -she’s éver

done before was the 4 foot
. by 40 foot mural she exe-

villion at the New York®
World’s Fair, “But I've al-
ways had a passion to paint
billboards, Now this is the
closest I've come. The tank
is a round billbpard, you
might say.” .

The artist, who is dur-
rently being honored with.
a  12-page spread in the’

_new Gaphies magazine, a

national publication, says-

-she hopes her ranbow will

-official,
cunted for the Vaticam Pa-

make people feel better as-
they travel the Express-.

Way. : ; .
. Said a pleased Gas Co.
1 “I think she'll
make it a million smiles
ld_ng.“-

+

. RAINBOW-COLORED 'scale

model Is ‘shown by
Back Bay artist Corita Kent, whose design will be
reproduced on Dorchester gas tank in background.




%o Phone: 522-5600

Date: September 27, 1971

Eqr;further information contact:

7 A. P. Sanda, L
i 522-5600, Ext. 103
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Work began today on what is perhéps the world;% 1ar§éstw
'ﬁo¥k-of art-—the Corita Kent rainbow on Boston Gas',lso;féétQA"
high 1iquéfied natural gas (LNGi tank overlooking Daréhéstef-
Bay in Boston. . | -I o

When completed, the tank, which stores naturél gas in a
hliquef?gd:statﬁgatt26é9_beloW\ze;o{ywill_bglt;ansip;med into,
a.colossél 73,374 séﬁaﬁe;foot élf;esco art objéét;. By comparison,
the Massachusetts State House dome is oniy a little over 5,800
squére feet. "To Corita Kent," Claude F. Machen, presidenﬁ of
Boston Gés stated, "the rainbow represents hope,'uplifting-and
spring. To Boston Gas it represents much more. It syﬁb9lizes the -
vitality of a company which shares both a proud history and an |
eiciting future with the communities it serves. A; Bostén Gas -
epteré its 150th year, the rainbow reflects the enthusiasm and
opfimisﬁ"of‘the"company; its-employees andrits~customér5w" ~-

Under the watchful eye of ?nternationally?acdlaimed artist
Corita Kent, workmen of Okeradosigns, Inc., of Weymouth, began
transforming the rainbow of orange, yellowf red, blue, green

.- JO0Xe
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and purple from a scale model tc the tank. "I've been inferested
in paintihé.rainQOws for quite. a while," Corita Kent stated. "It
seemed a neat thing to do with the tank's‘oval form. To me
it's a joyous expression, joining heaven ana earth together."

| The first splash of rainbow was the.prange stripe at the

‘top of the side of the tank. _ﬂbrking_on scaffoldipg; workmen
first sketched the top of the §£¥i§é ﬁnd_immediéte;y painted it.
Before.conéihuing the stripe downward,-thé stagihggwﬁs_lowered
“and the Bostén Gas lbgo was.pgiﬁted on Ehe tank. Aé_ﬁork o
resumes tomofrow; the staging will be bféﬁght'againito ﬁhe'tbp
;f the side of the tank and one hélf-of the_drange étripe ébm—
pleted. Then, working clockwise arouﬁd the tank, each stripe
will be h;ought frdm-thé top'of.the si@e down.'_The final stage
of the painting'will'be connecting the stripés_across the |
crown of the tank. With favorablé-ﬁeather, work is expécted

to be-dompleﬁed-in approxigately twq weeks.

“*It is our intention to hdve the rainbow completed for the
American Gas Association.convention coming to Béston October 17-20,
‘Mr. Machen stated. fThis is our opportunity to show the leaderé
of the natural gas industry what can be done with an industrial
plant so that it adds to rather than detracts from the community.
Every plant facility in every industry requires periedic main-
tenance and face lifting. With a little thought and a little
work a company can make a genuine contribution to its neighbors."”

The rainbow caps a new Commercial Point. -What was once a

number of large, unattractive gas holders, oil storage tanks and
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outbuildings is now a beautifully landscaped, estheticalljr
appealing, ipduslirial complex. Surrounding the two LNG tanks
are acres of tree—studdéd lawn, graéel paths and paved drives
. :lightqd with natural gas lamps. "Béston-Gas_takes great pride

in the appearance of its LNG plant,” Mr. Machen stated. "Through

the artistry of Corita we can now share this pride withitpe'
- -I - -

people we serve."
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ITEMS OF. INTEREST FROM BOSTON GAS

Towering over Dorchester Bay by the
Southeast Expressway is perhaps the largest
work of art in the world —the Corita Kent
ralnbow on Boston Gas' liquefied natural gas
(LNG) tank. What once was a homely area

. of gray gas holders, oil storage tanks and out

buildings now sparkles with acres of grass,
trees, gravel paths and paved roadways lined
with natural gas lights. And over it all —the
rainbow! . )

" To complete this remarkable transforma-
tion and to share it with our cuslomers and

all people living and traveling in Greater Bos-
ton, Boston Gas commissioned internationally
acclalmed artist Corita Kent. Her Instructions
were to capture the spirit of the company,
jts employees and customers, and the city.
*The .rainbow,” Corita explains, “seemed a
neat thing to do. To me it'is a gay thing
representing hope, uplifting, and spring. 1t's
a joyous expression joining heaven and earth

-together.".

Corita's original design was execuied on
an eight-inch-high scale mode! of the LNG
tank. From that model, pictorial artists from
Okerad Signs, Inc., of Weymouth; and paint-
ers from general confractor Roy O."Leonard,
Inc., of Framingham, transferred the rainbow
design to the 150-foot-high tank. In its com-
pleted form, the ralnbow is a 73,374 square
foot alfresco drt object. By comparison, the
Massachusetts State House dome is only

. 5,800 square feet."

The ‘public reaction to this colossal work
of art runs both pro and con. Those familiar
with Corita's work have expressed amaze-
ment at its size; others have simply expressed

- amazemenl. But as with any work of art, be

it huge or minute, opinions will vary, since
art is a matter of individual taste.

The rainbow is and will be many things to
many people. Transcending this, however, is
the undeniable fact.that it is one of a kind;
there is nothing quite like it anywhere in the
world, just as there is nothing quite like the
people it represents.

| A
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That' has bccn au:fahneda.sthcworld s

largest work of art since the. Pyramids
has become the large.st copyrlghted ob
Ject In history, 1§

The ralnbow design on Boston Gas .

Company's liquefied natural gas tank -
overlooking Dorchester Bay in Boston,

a giant 73,374-square - foot alfresco.

art object aeated by Internationally ac-
- clalmed arttst Corita.Kent, has been
granted a copyright by the: Libra.ry of

Congress.

The copyright protects thc destgn, a *

free-wheeling rainbow_in-orange, red,-
blue, green and purplg, . from bclng
copled for any usewithoutthecompany’s
permission for a perlod of 28 years,

according to Guldo A: Rothrauff, Jr.,. .

senlor vice president and general coun-

sel for Eastern Gas and Fuel Assoclates,
parent company of Boston Gas. The -

T . oAl

copyright can then be renewed for an -
- additional 28 years, w
Rothrauff explalned that copyrights -
“are lssued only to things that have -
“*“intrinste, artistic merit,”such as novels, "+
sculptures, paintings, drawlngs, cera. -
mics, artlstic jewelry, original designs -

applied to textiles, and the like. The

copyright application technically called |
a “full-.

for it to be accompanied by
scale sample” in additlon to the $§6
filing fee, he added, but it did allow

for substituting color photographs “If -
. Impractical to submit an original full -

scale model,”
To fulfill a. publlcatlon requirement

for the copyright, the company .dls.
tributed a quantity of replicas of the -
rainbow tank. in the form of a 2%-..

inch-high ceramic paperweight lmprln-
ted wnh the copyrlght notice.

THE RAIN BOW DESIGN on Boston
Gas Company's llquefled natural ‘gas
tank overlooking Dorchester Bay in -
.. Boston, acclaimed as the world'slargest
work .of art since the Pyramids, i
become the largest copyrighted object

in h!story. The cgpyrlght granlcd by
the Library of Congress protects the
giant 73, 374 squarefoot orange, red,

" blue, green and purple rainbow design

areated by artist Corlta Kent from being

‘copted for & perlod of 28 years.

w"-'



CORITA KENT

Photo by Tom Frusb

Corita Kent s art can be found in the permanent
collections of thirtyseven world-famous museums

including the Victoriaand Albert Museum in London, .

the Art Institute” of Chicago, the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, The Museum of Modern Art, the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, the National Gallery
of Art, and the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris. Her
sille screen prints are sold in twenty-three art gal-
leries across the U.S., and are carried at the Corita
Headguarters and Lois Burnett Gallery in Los
Angeles. She designed the critically acclaimed fifty-
foot mural for the Vatican Pavilion at the 1964 New
York World's Fair, and her work bas been seen in
bundreds of exhibits. She bas also accepted commis-
sions from more than twenty-five companies includ-
ing Nieman-Marcus, Westinghouse Broadcasting
Co., and the Container Corporation of America.
Corita designed ber first silk screen prints in 1950
and, at present, tbe total body of work exceeds 600
originals. More than twenty-five of these bave been
made into greeting cards. She taught at Immaculate
Heart College in Los Angeles where she directed the
now famous Art Department.

Corita was named one of the “Top Nine Women of
the Year” by the Los Angeles Times and was chosen
by Harper's Bazaar for its special edition of “Amer-
ican Women of Accomplisbment.” Her articles have
appeared in Ladies Home Journal and McCall's
magazines. DAMN EVERYTHING BUT THE CIRCUS
is her sixth book.

[
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Sign company employes use a scaffold (left) in making their
contribution ta Boston's world of arl. They're high up on the
side of the |50-fool-tall gas storage fank in Dorcheester, covs
ering it with a rainbow of orange, yellow, red, blue, green and
purple. Corita Kent, whe detigned the painfing, taid: ™It
} seemed a neat thing to do.” AP Phoion
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l.odk'!ng back; bm-ly~ Dave=, .o
McBurnie, the -outdoor: pfc— ik
tonal artist who draped the

"ARTIST CORITA KENT showe madel of 4w i
with rainbow design to Claude E Machen.,presi
-dent of Boston Gas Co. ugls

on the job. L
S'"The wind seems-‘ N T
cilate In* crazy patterns i
around the tanks and.creates.: works and is pOpularlyknnwn
roblems by swa the 5 *-Was, commissioried. to prepare.
P 4 ying' - the ¢ .4 design for the 73,374 square-. ©
scaffolding,” McBummie said. % ¢ foot tagk at sqp o
“One . moment - you're.. ln" at Comumercial Point ° 15109 by them.”. . ; Carita’- Jaughingly _reme
front of your woik and . thea. 5? Boston- Gas ‘as ‘the. com- . : o {aeredthe incident. ,,.._?*
're four feet away hanging ~ Fasy eRters lis 150th year, 'ﬁmmmﬁ”“ﬁ""m“mmd,matm?m
o,:ufor lite.”. * awfay ging_' . Hex final design, which was: model is small and.my brush ur:mment. They wére
“. :ﬂweptﬁdlastMaanasam Smkes areverymugh"'“’“bythe im thByhadnE\
L e d e e e E LT
: e ¢ ‘yiction and er that sa
. time work sm; ea.” That was tank decorafed by a ‘Talpbow. ° pow

i pression '1 wanied. It's:

. painting of minereellytrens- onit-uotmjnem,__.'_.m!f

a’ billboard and it -‘got’ vt

: ¢of “brightcolors_of ‘orange, “Tied . mb.., Thé “edges - come -+ They compared it to. pant
Sept. 27, : ﬁf’:} B ellow, ~from_the “oomiph of itality- ?
.-50 the
edgesareimportznt to me. S0 --

; & ¥
"But it wasy’ t the impmmptu ~purp

trapeze act, at heights up to‘.

" Corita' said {ahe chose mis

150 feet, that pave McBurnIe_ symbol because - “one of the =it is a little shocker that- the

* igsomnia foi three weeks. .
i+ ¥ laid awake niglits worry I

Ing it the paints would meet,*"
said the outpoing Weymouth'
resident who admjts to being
Ilover 40” a

"Asked to explam I.he dxf-
ficulty, McBurnie said; '“We
couldn’t do a whole design in -
one color’ because the staping
was hanging - vertically and
the designs ran off at an
. angle~We'd start at the top,
lowering the scaffold, and we
-might get half of the blue
désign and then pick up part
of another color. Semetimes
we were doing as many as
three colors at a time.

___“Then the scaffolds * were
moved clockwise back to the
top and we'd go down the side
of the tank apain, joining that
section of a.design we had.
been unable to reach before "

“I‘HF 'bnnrm:-ce B AS

in " other paintings has been

'-the rainbow, I've been

“cupled with it the last two
years or s0. .

v oIt just seemed-a thlng I've
béen Interesied In ... it's a

sign of hope and Wwe all look
for those in this time. I's a
sign o! hope that urges yvou to
go on.*

IN ASSESSING l.he job b:.r
the Okerad company Corita
said, “Actually I've done a lot

of my work small and had it
blown up . . . but I've always
had it blown " up photo-
-graphically, In this case it's

different. These men are used .

to creating in a way that will
‘have an elfect at a distance.
“This is a bit of a pull for
me both ways, When close up
these are really not my lines,

-_‘It's really thenr pmntmg. But

< HE SAID,

“themes I've been working on *edges on the tank wraldinot .

be my edges but the- r..tuler's.
__But from the high .- it will
look the way I- wamiad it, 1t

+.Jooks smashing" tmm the axr,

I'm told.”

"+ McBumnie, who had the task’

of translating Corita’s design
to a larger work scale on
white paper and then sketch-
ing it out with charcoal on the
tank said, *“‘when you're-up
there you don't know how It

Jooks -from “the -ground. Some | -

of the strokes are 15 feet lohg
and the bands of paint have
widths up to 35 feet” ;2 ‘(

""""

' e’ had to
duplicate every -brush -stroke
~ every little mark. She must

"have done it with a mamfy-

Ing glass,'* . -

McBumie said 'Yhen the

sproject first got under way.
. *Corita tho{:ght there \w__g A i

rough. So we, talked it,m
= for 1hree days since lt. was
“going the" way. I wanted’
‘Slnce then things really w
Yewellrr 0T e ‘}55
7 That's plain to any* Soa
‘dast Expressway commites

: The signature, 514 feet:h!
and IG feet long. Is “Coriti

L Rhke e

| e

.




BOSTON GAS. STORAGE TANK. ‘which-has dazzlel

motorists on the Southeast Expressway,- has beel

named tank of the year.

. .

In what must he one of the
most unusval awards of the
year, the Boston Gas Co, was
presented with a plaque for -
its cnnt.nbutmn to pnp
a.l‘tThm‘sda)'. R . !’ -

The award honored the un-'

usual design of the company's T

natural gas ‘storage tank at
220 Victory rd., Dorchester,

| and was presented by the ..

Steel, Plate Fabricators Ass'n

of Hinsdale, which makes ;.

such an award annually, ;:_ -
" The tank which won -the

award is 165 feet high- and'

looks something like a striped
candy cane, with a free. .

flowing . design. of bright’

orange, yellow, red, bh_:g,
green ard purple. ... | %

. Earl'A, Bratten, executive
director of-  the fabricating
plant, presented the plaque to
William J. Pruyn, Boston Gas
president, - _

In presenting the- plaque,
Bratton said, “*The Steel Plate
Fabricators Ass'n wants 1o
recognize the engineering ex-
cellence represented by the
tank, and especially to honor
Boston Gas for its contribu-
tion in providing an aesthetic
contribution to the com-
munity. :

“The company has demon-
sirated how a liltle imagina-
tion can help transform an
industrial facility into a visual
asset to the urban enern—

ment.” ..., e ,,_

-

A
.
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'ARTIST COFIITA Kl‘:'N"F
. s - F ) \g‘q.c-q.,u
Was executed by Corita Keag
a former Roman Calhulzc I
‘'who now teaches art and. d‘aa
design work i in Los Angel&sr

—
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Boston Bu Gompa.ny's liquoﬁed datrl pas™

tank s "the 1a largest copyrighted ob

bistory. The giant 73,374 aquare foot orange,

red, blue, green, and purple rainbow design

. ) by artist Corita Kent la protected by copy-
" right for 28 yesirs.
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of “serious art.”

_eancer last year at age 68, her
" garly~work-was ‘well lmown -

his month—as a 2000-gallon fresh

coat of paint dries ¢n Boston's

most famous work of publie art—

marks the one-year anniversary
of the artist's death.

Were this 1970, the year the Boston

Gas tanks first received rainbow
splashes and became the world’s largest
piece of copyrighted art, Corita Kent,
then 54 and a resident of the city for
two years, would have been standing by
the Southeast Expressway, gently
driving workmen crazy with exacting

" demands and specifications,

‘Were it just three years earlier, Sister
Mary Corita, the Hollywood nun, would
be pictured in front of one of her Byzan-

tine works on the cover of Newsweek, -

introducing pop art to middle America.

To this day, the superficial aspects of
Corita’s (the way she signed her name)
style which seems to be
indelibly etched into the pub-
lic’'s consciousness are some
1960s clichés — rainbows,
fiowers, hearts and other
unfailingly bright, graphic
imagery. Ironically, the
trademarks that gave her
widespread recognition ulti-
mately caused many eritics to
dismiss her work as too com-
mercial to be in the context

In perspective, Corita
deserves reconsideration.
Long before her death from

and sought after. She had
pioneered the use of visible
language and commercial
icons in her serigraphs,
paintings and built environ-
ments. Not as well known,
however, was a brave exper-
iment she began in 1981 that

FHOTOGRAPH: |EFTRET THIEBAUTH

pushed her art into an uncharacteristie,
distinctly non-pop phase, causing her
to dig deep and produce some of the
most original and developed work of her
career,

The striking transformation in Cori-
ta’s art paralleled events in her life, In
1979, Corita’s sister, Mary Catherine,
suddenly died of cancer after nursing
Corita through two bouts of the disease.
It was a devastating time in the artist’s
life but one she was reluctant to

acknowledge in her work. As she told .

The Boston Globe in 1981, “Many artists

have a tendency to portray the darkest
part of the struggle. That’s valid, but

I'm miore. private. about that....My
friends know I don’t need the whole

world to know”

Corita, according to Mickey Myers,
her former art stident in Hollywood
and close friend in Boston, “had more
than her fair share of dark nights of the
soul. She had a great deal of depression,
really had to push herself to accomplish
every brush stroke,” and her own art-
work “did not inspire her at all”

‘What people saw on the canvas had,
of course, always been a different story:
vibrant colors and beld designs. So it
was something of a surprise even to
some ¢lose friends when suddenly, in
place of the hard-edged realism that
characterized her pop phase, there was
suddenlyanewsoftnmsexpressedm :
pastels, transparent inks and
. lyrical, -almpst -ethereal

What helped ease Corita®
into the difficult process of
self-exploration was a -

-’_-fn&ndsh:pshedevelopedwﬂh
‘Elinor Mikulka, a painter
from Watertown, Massachu-
setta, One day the two were
commiserating overthe agony -
of getting new artwork
started when Mikulka sug-

- gested a joint trip for scenic
inspiration. Corita, who was
inexperienced in landscapes
and reclusive in her working

- tant. But in 1881 they began

" taking weekly trips, often to
parts of New England Corita
had never explored. As My-
ers recalls, they painted
“together, but separately,”
never even showing each
other their work.

FOSTON A
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For her part, Mikulka found that the
trips “helped us become more obser-
vant, see more colors. (Corita) became
interested in her work in a way she
hadn’t been for many years, It was like
she was discovering what she was capa-
ble of for the first time . .. finding she
could play with muted colors, with
monotone, in a way she never allowed
herself to do previously”

Next to Corita’s bed at the time of
her death was one of her last prints that
juxtaposed a quotation with an image,
another of the artiat’s trademarks. The
message —*“Expanding beyond what we
know we can be” —meant for Corita the
risk of revealing more of herself on can-
vas, It was not an easy congession, but
as Myers, now the artistic advisor to
Conta’s estate, points out, “Artists
can't hide what they're living through
unless they’re working from a formula
and Corita didn't”

In sorting through the Back Bay
apartment where Corita lived alone for
the 19 years before her death, Myers
came zcross some of the last works,

including several that have never been
seen, “I haven't begun to tap what (this
latest work) is telling me,” she says
excitedly. “I find the depths of devel-
opment to be aimost frightening. I find
stuff in that work that rivals Whistler,
Turner, [any of] the great watercolor
masters”

Perhaps indicative of the fact that like

contemporaries Andy Warhol and Rob-

ert Rauschenberg, the hame “Corita”
conjures up certain notions, very few
critics were even aware of the striking
changes in her work during the last five

years of her life. In fact, Corita's com-.

mercial ventures, such as the Boston
Gastanks, caused some crities to dismiss
the artist’s work. But it was these same
advertising and corporate associations
—commissions from Digital, Group W

--that enabled Corita to donate her

energies to favorite causes such as The
United Farm Workers in the 1960s,

Amnesty International, Physicians for

Social Responsibility and Hands Across
America during the last five years.
Mickey Myers cited the artist’s own

Only Andy Warhol
could turn an idol into -
anicon.

Witness it yourself.
See the largest collec-
tion of Warhol's most
stunning serigraphs.
Exclusively at the

_ Morgan Gallery.

You'll also find
works by Jim Dine.
Jasper Johns. Roy
Lichtenstein. And the

Kinetic light sculptures |
of Bill Parker.
Gallery hours:

Tues.-Fat., 10-6 and by
appuintment.

222 Newbury Street
Baston. Mass. 0216
617-526-2686
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reply to criticism of the use of market-
place iconography. “(Corita believed)
there was nothing that wasn't beautiful ?
Myers recalls. “She said that if you car-
ried that theory around with you, you

* tended to block out alot Jess than if you

felt yov already lmew where beauty
existed.”

Responding to the eritics who argued
that messages belonged on posters, not
paintings, Corita would 2ay, “I think of
it more like a singer putting words and
music together, which doesn’t make it
less musie.” The New Yorker affection-
ately placed her “between Rembrandt
and Gutenberg) while The Saturday
Review praised her for having “courage”
to be unabashedly poetic about the pos-
gibilities for human growth.

Surely courage is an appropriate word -
to degcribe the artist. With each of her
battles against cancer, Corita grew
simultanecusly introspective and
revealing on canvas while remaining
socially conscious and giving of her tal-
ents, This generosity, coupled with her

uniquely unpretentious philosophy of -

making art accessible to more people
(she deliberately kept the prices of her
work artificially Jow for this reasen),
makatheterm“poparhst abitofa

misnomer. She may be more accurately

- termed a “populist artist.”

Corita, who left Hollywood for Baston
toeecapethetrappmgsofeelehnty,

- nonetheless thrilled by public reaction
- to ber work. She considered her com-
" mission by the U.S. Postal Service for a

“Love” stamp in 1985 one of the high-

* lights of her career because it would

reach such a broad andience. And she
would, no doubt, be genuinely delighted
by an event that took place in Sioux City,
lowa, last December, where an art cen-
ter that was featuring a Corita retro-
spective suddenly found its walls bare:
& man had come off the street, viewed
the exhibit and purchased every piece.
It is this visceral, impulsively and
—-expansive-response that-won -Corita.—- -
widespread recognition in the 1960s and
1970s. It may well be the next and final
phase of her work, with its added
dimensions that requires a second look,
that will give her career just that.

Andrew Levinsky is a Newlon-based
Jree-lance wriler.
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Qorchaster Argus-Cltizen

Corita Kent Leaves Bright Legacy to Dorchester

by Chris Loven

While bombs fell on Hanoi and
servicemen from Dorchester fell in
combai, and while lamilies back
home fled 1o the suburbs, a sign of
hope sprang up, 150 feet above Com-
merciul Paint.

Covering a billion cubic feet of
liquilied natural gas with red, blue,
green, orange, yeliow and purple
brush sirokes, it remaing the largest
abject ever copyrighted,

For anist Corila Kent, il was-"a
neal thing 1o do.” - .

Between the first brush sirokes—
applied 15 years ago Saturday—and
tent’s death of cancer last Thursday
at age 67, her rainbow, that most eva-
nescent of subjects, hat cutlived both
bewilderment and nostalgia to be-
tome a landmark,

“1 thought it-way bizarre at first
and it grew on me," sald Barbara
MeDonough, & Neponsel resident
Lvho lives within 2 mile of the rain-

o,

Al firat 1 thought it was a woate,”

- she sald. “Now, I'm proud of it.”

Within months after the rainbow
was compleled, the Pepe's -Hill
Neighborhood Associatlon was batil-
Ing plans by Boston Gas lo ndd un-
derground storage 1anks for prapane,
Bosion Gas laler dropped Iis plans
and Nancy Harrington, presldent of
the associalion ol the time, later
came to think differently aboul the
rainbow, ,

. I think it was always like & plaas-
ant thing. Now it's a symbol” sald
Harrington.

"You pass the Rzinhow Tank, you
kni%w that you're In Dorchester,” she
said, .

" 1t you pass the tenks on Morrissey
Boulevard oz, the Southeast Express-
way, you sae the Corita signature roll
by, fast or slow, depending on the
teaffic. If you look from Ronan Park
or the UMass. Harbor Gampus, 1t bs

the ralnbow that marks Commerclal

Polnt and the curving line of Dor- , graphics, not the smalbscals, contax-

cheslerBay, -
“It's a baacon from Jand, ses and

alr," seld Mary O. Shannan, execu:
tlve secrelary of Lthe Bosion Art Com.

misalon, -

“I don't know how peaple [gel
aboul palnl spilled across s gas
tank," said Shannon, "but if"s some-
thing that should stitect people’s al-
tentlon and make them use their
imagination, at lesst for o litlle

-while,"

Peopla who bothered to wrlte
about how they felt elther pralsed
the bright colors er condemnad their
simple, childslike quelity, accerdlng
to Boslon Gas public relatlons man-
ager Frank A, Arclcala. That the
comments were avenly divided
makes Arricala conclude that most
penile approve of the Ralnbow

‘Tan

“We thought it was pfetty rovolu-

tlonary at ths tlme 0. put a large:

work of art bafore the public’ihat
cu;:ld rub eithar for or against us,” he
13
Kent did submit ideas for & desigh
on u twin tank that Boston Gas bullt
at Commerclal Point In 1970, two
{ean allez tha Ralubow Tenk. Plans
or & second tank deslgn were
dropped; sald Arricale, because “It
would Jook oo busy, side by slde,*
The tanks replaced an earlier gas
bolder that rosa and fell wilh ils con-

" tents. Palnted {n sections of gray and

red-and-white c}isckerbuari.. the

.holder wes a more changeable and.

less pramaditated landmark. .
In Kenl's work, the Ralnbow Tan

Is & prime example of the styliatle

change after sha leli the Order of the

" Immaculate Heart of Mary, where

she had bean & Roman Cathollc nun
ford2years, . *

Har earlier works kave been de.
scribed a3 more complex, employlng
grealar numbery of colors In more
explicitly religious subjacts,

n the lale alxties and early soven-
ties, Kent embraced and transformed
commercial and “pup™ art in slmpler,
more briliiant ond abstract plays of
primary color. -

- "She revelled in It Sha thought

she could say just as much with a .

brush siroke as with a lgura of St
Sebasifan, complete with srrows”
sald Bill Bagnall, foriner divector-of
I!u peCard.u_\:q h{l-._:_seum. which

e

tual words we hear aboul art and ar-
chitecture loday,” sald Boston Land.
marks Commisslan executlve direc-
tor Judith McDonough. :

Bagnall colled tha Reinbow Tank
“a Iayuu: geslure Lo eploe.”

“lI's essentlally the exploralion of
what 8 medium does,” ha said. “It's
splashes of palnt, but [n such a frea
wey and such & monumental way

_thet it's llka fireworks.”

More Tacently, Kenmt hes baen
known for dssiﬁnlng the first and
most widely sold “Lave" povage
siamp, and for producing the antl-
nuclear billbonrg design for Physl-
cians for Social Responsibilliy.

*Sha was assentially ¢ communl.
cator,” sald Bagnall. CoL

*She [ell that sha wanted to prod.
uce an art that was widely available
with economy.” he sald, "She felt
that art was nat & Juxuery jtem.”

Daspite hor sympathiss with the
snti-war movemeni, and later with’
anii-nuclear campaigns, Kent was
not s proselytizer, aafd Deborah
Brown, owner of Bunpell Frame
Shop on Nawbury Street. The shop ks
ihe Boslon dealsr {or Kent's prints,
and her works are the aonly ones
Brown displays, eside from works

collected by her father, Horls Mirsky..

* “She was & very sweel, sirong,
uiel woman who mede all of her
?eellnga shown theough her art,” suid

Brown.. - ., :

“She- felt very strongly aboul the

nuclear. arms- campaign and Physl-”

clans for Soclal Responsibliity,” ssid
Brown, "Sha felt that ndividuat pec-
p;iu wotking very hard could change
things = .

Kent also boycotted » celebration
introducing her stamp on the set of
the jalevision aerles Love Boal be-
cause she thought it teiviallzed her
work, 9aid Dorchestar erifst Mickey
Myers, a close frlend and former atu-
dent of Xent. | .

“Corlla’s work for 20 many people
1s symbolie of love and hope,” said
Myers. “But what needs to be under-
lined in her work and her frlendship
Is that love'and peace and friendship
are only achieved with herd work.™

The results on the Ralnbow Tank,
flrst executed by a Weymouth slﬁn
company. havs bean compared to the
legendary toil on the ceiling of the
Sistins Chapel. :

4

; E .
Faclng Momissey Boulevard and the Southezst Exprassway, the artist's slgnature on -

the Azinbow Tank,

“It is a trus legacy of someons who
put logether a synthesis between
pepular ast and the apiritual which
we all have st the back of our
minds,” said Kelm,

And . Kent's seemingly “casual”
brush steokes, accordlng to Krim, can
be the the ane saving splendor in the
heart of an axpresswey tralflc jam. |

“They give a sense of ‘]oy. even un-
der a roiny, foggy set of condltions,”
hasid. - ’

Kent has denled that one of her
brush strokes was Intended to shows
profile of Nonh Vietnamese Presi-

; [Lovwtt Pho)

ailher _Ibsnl or broken..

. What sdmirers agree on is that the .

Rainbow. Tank tranaforrms & large .
commbnplecs object hat s, inher- !
ently, neither beavtiful nor ugly.
“I'E very symbolic,” sald Myers, !
“becanse this is what lhe message I

‘that the rays of hope exist in lhe

wmidst bf chacs, not In denying chaos
but infembracing (1" Do
- Above al), Myens prefers to admlro
the Rainbow Tank whlle driving
slong ' Morrissey Boulevard towsrd
home In Derchester's Melville-Park
nelighborhood. .



Corita Kent, 67,

won renown for

iy Edgar J. Driscoll Jr.
Globe Stall

Corlta Kenl of the Rack Bay,
Internationally known ariist,
eacher 2nd former Roman Calha-
lic nun. died al home of eancer
Thursday. She was 67,

Her most monumenial work, at
least In lerms of size, I8 the rain-
bow design of primary colars 1hat
adorns ibe Boston Gas Co.’s 150
foat high. liquefied nafural gas
tank on Commercia! Point, Dow-
chealer, adjacent Lo the Southeast
Expressway. I s the 1a
ever to be copyrighted by ihe US
Copyright Office.

During her career she had won
ali sorta of top awarda for her
brightly colored, freewheeling,
semi-abstract or abstract prints
and posters. She was considered:
the first to alng the pratacs of the
Lord via Pop art. .

Al
In 1985, she designed a new,
vertically oriented 22-cent Love
atamp for the US Postal Service
with the word “Love™ ‘alashed on
it in her distinctive atyle. She
called it “n high point in my ca-
reer, because Lhe stamp will be
seen all over the world,” Her de-
2ign hecume onc of the most popu-
tar commemorative poatal lssuwes
, &ver, with moce than 700 million
ackd.
s+ Thegas lank work, designed In
1971 and exeruted in’ orange. ye-
low, vermillion, blue, green and
black. has beeny viewed by mit-
Hons of drivers over the yeary. To
; her the rinbow design conveyed
-."hope, uplifting and spring.
-1 Some of those tommuters dis-
{ eemed the form of North Viet-
nam's tcader, the inte Ho Chi
! Minh, towards the boltem of one
. ) ' of the splashy facma. When asked
. - about this, the artlst replied that
: the likencss was “as untntenti

T P
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of cancer; artist |

lly known

cr Raman Cathollc nun, died
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CORITA EENT

150-foot hy,
near the Souit ‘Expru?& I

ferent wwy now,” she lold an in-
terviewer In 1978, 1

you

could say that m: cncr;ylsdlrﬂ:t—
edmwagdthmythya.'_dnnld, “
reflecting on within her-
sclf a3 the result of a major cancer L.
operation two years before. Sy,
She was born In Fort Dndgg\

3
:
lowa, and raised (o Loa Angelex, g %
&
%
=
8.

tal work, at d=ast (n

67, Inlernat

i

She was a graduate of immadutate
IkartColkﬁ in 1941 and received
her master’s degree from the Uni- tu
versity of Southern California In gy |
1051, She entered the sisterhood *
Ini 1936 A )
In the ¢arly 19400 she was a
grade achool teacher In Brittsh Co- l

822, ia Lhe ralnbaw-design of primary colocs

that adorna the Boston Qon, o'

lank In Do

¥, Her most

Corlta Kent of B
ariist, icacher and form

Yeat
terma of

She began teaching art at
Immacutate College In 1946.

For year», she exhibited In Bos-

ton at the okl Batotph Group Gal- T

f al as the facea people find In

Miss Kent, whase works of art

are In the colkections of some 40

majer museums throughout the

world, was & Sister of the Immaca-

late Heart of Mary for 32 years be-

{ooe she restgned from the acder in

K- 1968, As Sister Mary Corits, she
gmtmnyd&myunuhud

the art department at Immaen-

lxy on Newbury Streel. Among
ing her work

. W ]
are the National Gablery of ‘Art.
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, —_— e )
the Muscurn of Modern Art and i R
the Baston Museum of Fite Arta
In recent years she
prlmarllymadenlmnlifmmmr
te t!

pora
stons aliowed her to support her
causca, such aa the United Farm

late Heart Collepe tn Los Ange
When g

settled In Boston; ahe explained "I
want to do a different thing -...
You should be true to your own
consclence. That's a good, oid-
fashioned way of saytng you know
what God's wili1s.” -

Crver the yeara, her exuberant
priniz - more than 800 Imited
cditions —~ went from the faicly
naturalistic lo the scmi-abstract,
the abstract and Pop art. in which

n

opment and the Women's Interna-
tional League for Peace and Jus-
* Mlss Kent leaves a stster, Sister
Mary Ruth. (HM, of California; a_
brether, Mark Kent of Seattle,
Wash.; and several nieces and

A cciebration s planned st a
date yet to be anpounced for Lhe
Los Angeles campus where she
taught. ]

she found 1 -
place objects. in her Pop works
she lled Lhe lettering. mymbols,
codors and layouls of the commer-
clal sign world and gave Lhem
spiritual meaning, Laced Lnia her

positions were quotes fram
Scripture, poets, playwrights and
phillosophers.

Through them ran & poaltive,
upiliting strain while dealing with
1 . ke fulllity of war, racism and the

* despolling of the earth. She had &
strong social conscience and often
undertook commissions for m wide
varicty of soclal causes, moat re-

. cently the official posicr for Hands
Across Americn. ’

The blue-eyed former nun
made her first serigraph In 1952
while teaching ai Jmmaculate
Heart Cailege. By the mid-'60s her

: work had gained national mblen-
i lan and she was belng ranked
: With arlisis such as Robert Raus-
- chenberg, Andy Warho! and Jack-
300 Pollock, '

In the "T0s her work became
more subdued. "My work aliil saya
the same things Lhad il did when |
was going through my ‘ralnbow
Pertod,” bul | Lell ibe story In a dil-

P —-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BOSTON GAS ANNOUNCES THE COMPLETION OF
THE FAMOUS RAINBOW DESIGN ON DORCHESTER TANK

Largest Piece of Copyrighted Artwork Returns to Boston

BOSTON (10/7/94) -- Boston Gas Company has announced that the repaintiné of the
famous rainbow design on the remaining gas tank at their Dorchester facility is now
complete. The original "Rainbow Tank" was removed in November, 1992 due to increased
gas pipeline capacity from the Southwest United States and Canada. The original rainbow
was designed in 1971 by internationally acclaimed artist, Corita Kent. Corita, a former
Sister of the Immaculate Heart, was inspired by the promise of the rainbow in the Book of
Genesis and designed the rainbow as a symbol of hope for Boston. When removing the first
tank, Boston Gas was committed to repainting the design on the remaining tank because of
the symbol it had become for Boston and the overwhelming requests for its return.

"Corita’s rainbow has become a landmark of Boston, welcoming millions of people to
the city each year. We are excited to bring back the world’s largest piece of copyrighted art
to Boston and its people. The rainbow’s brilliant splashes of color represent enthusiasm and

optimism for the city,” stated Chet Messer, president, Boston Gas Company.

-more-



Boston Gas Repainting/2

The painting of tﬁe tank has become a family tradition. Clarence Okerfelt painted the
original rainbow design on the tank 23 years ago, under the watchful eye of the artist, Corita
Kent. In keeping this tradition, Robert Okerfelt, Clarence’s son, and his assistant, Joseph
Bechard, painted the current rainbow on the tank. Although Corita passed away in 1986,
Mickey Myers, Corita’s former student and the artistic advisor of her estate, supervised the
painting to ensure the rainbow was identical to Corita’s original design. Mickey, an artist in
her own right, worked closely with Corita during the initial painting of the tank in 1971.

Transferring the rainbow design from Corita’s original seven-inch wooden model of
the tank is an intricate process. Robert Okerfelt used photographs and drawings of the
original and made 425 large paper stencils to duplicate the design as accurately as possible.

To commemorate the original "Rainbow Tank," the colored paint chips from the
rainbow have been captured in three-inch square lucite cubes and are available for sale.
Proceeds from the lucite cubes will benefit Boston Partners in Education (BPE), a nonprofit
organization dedicated to supporting academic and social development of students in Boston
public schools. BPE also assists in local public school tutoring and literacy programs, as
well as providing training and technical assistance to teachers, administrators, parents,
businesses and students. Corita supported BPE for many years due to her love for children
and her dedication to improving education. To date, more than $11,000 has been raised for
BPE from the sale of the lucite cubes.

The "Rainbow Tank" commemorative cubes can be purchased for $12.95 through
Boston Partners in Education. To place an order, checks should be made payable to Boston
Partners in Education and addressed to: The Rainbow Commemorative/P.O. Box

9200/ Waltham, Mass./02154. Quantities are limited.

##H
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"RAINBOW TANK" FACT SHEET
. The "Rainbow Tank" was, and now returns, as the largest copyrighted work of art in
the world.
o The original "Rainbow Tank" was erected by Chicago Bridge & Iron Company in
1969, and was dismantled in 1992 due to a reduced need for stored liquefied natural

gas (LNG) at the Commercial Point/Dorchester facility.

. The original design, that has now returned to the remaining Commercial Point gas
tank, was created in 1971 by artist Corita Kent to symbolize hope for Boston’s future.

o The painting is a four-step process consisting of primer, intermediate and white coats,
then the application of the rainbow colors: orange, yellow, vermillion, blue, green
and purple.

* Rainbow artist Corita Kent lived from 1919 to 1986. The painting of the rainbow is

being overseen by Mickey Myers, the artistic advisor of Corita’s estate, who was also
involved in the original painting of the rainbow.

. Robert D. Okerfelt of Duxbury, son of the original painter Clarence Okerfelt,
sketched the rainbow outline on the tank.

. Amount of paint: 425 gallons of white; 10 gallons of orange; 20 gallons of yellow;
25 gallons of vermillion; 20 gallons of blue; 15 gallons of green; 40 gallons of
purple.

. Rainbow artwork surface measures 73,374 square feet compared to 5,800 square feet

of Massachusetts’ State House dome. Corita’s signature on tank measures
5 1/2 feet high by 16 feet long.

. To commemorate the original "Rainbow Tank," the colored paint chips were placed
in lucite and are available for purchase as individual pieces of art. Proceeds benefit
Boston Partners in Education, an inner-city nonprofit which Corita Kent supported.
The "Rainbow Tank” commemorative cubes can be purchased for $12.95. Checks
should be made payable to Boston Partners in Education and mailed to: The Rainbow
Commemorative/P. O. Box 9200/Waitham, MA 02154

o Tank height: 140 feet; width: 152 feet; circumference: 477 feet.

. Tank capacity: 331,000 barrels or 13,900,000 gallons of liquefied natural gas,
equivalent to 1.2 Billion cubic feet of natural gas (enough gas to supply entire City of
Boston for one week),

#HEH
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Corita Kent

Corita Kent, internationally known artist and teacher, was born in 1919 in Fort Dodge,
Towa, and raised in Los Angeles.

Corita, whose works of art are in the collections of some 40 major museums throughout the
world, was a Sister of the Immaculate Heart for 32 years before she resigned from the Order
in 1968. As Sister Mary Corita, she spent many of those years as head of the art department
at Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles.

For years, she exhibited in Boston at the Botolph Group Gallery on Newbury Street.
Among major museums owning her work are the National Gallery of Art, the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, the Museum of Modern Art and the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

Her most monumental work is the rainbow design of primary colors that adorned the Boston
Gas Company’s 140 foot high, liquefied natural gas tank on Commercial Point, Dorchester,
adjacent to the Southeast Expressway. It was the largest object ever to be copyrighted by the
U.S. Copyright Office. This tank was removed in the fall of 1992 as the storage space was no
longer necessary. The rainbow is now being repainted on the remaining tank.

The gas tank work, designed in 1971 and executed in orange, yellow, vermillion, blue green
and purple, has been viewed by millions over the years. To Corita, the rainbow design
conveyed "hope, uplifting and spring."

In 1984, Corita designed a new stamp for the U.S, Postal Service with "Love" slashed on
it in her distinctive style. Her design became one of the most popular commemorative postal
issues ever, with more than 700 million sold.

Due to her love for children and her dedication to improving education, Corita was a
strong supporter of Boston Partners in Education (BPE). BPE is a nonprofit organization that
supports academic and social development of Boston’s public school system, and advocates for
a quality public education for students in Boston and beyond. To commemorate their 20th
anniversary, Corita generously designed an anniversary poster for Boston Partners in Education
just before her death in 1986.

Corita died in Boston on September 18, 1986.

#HH
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Mickey Myers

Mickey Myers met Sister Mary Corita Kent in Los Angeles when Mickey was 9 years
old. (Mickey’s father had commissioned Corita to design an album cover for a record he was
producing.) Their association spanned 33 vears. Mickey studied art from Corita at Immaculate
Heart College in Los Angeles and their friendship resumed in Boston, when Corita moved here,

Throughout the Boston years, Mickey and Corita conferred with each other on several
projects, including Corita’s commission from the Boston Gas Company for the original gas tank
now being painted on the remaining tank in Dorchester. In the early 70s, Mickey actually
painted Corita’s design of a 40 ft. rainbow mural in the cobalt treatment room of the Bon
Secours Hospital in Methuen, Mass.

Mickey serves as the Artistic Advisor of Corita Kent's estate, and co-produced
PRIMARY COLORS: THE STORY OF CORITA, a one hour documentary for PBS (1991).
In her own right, Mickey Myers is known for her limited edition silkscreen prints, particularly
a spirited series of crayon images. Over 25 posters have been made from her prints and
distributed internationally. Her current work is in pastel, reflecting the images of her present
residence in Vermont.

##H
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BOSTON PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

Boston Partners in Education (BPE) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting
academic and social development of Boston’s public school students, advocating for quality
public education for students in Boston and beyond. BPE was founded in 1966 as School
Volunteers for Boston with 28 volunteers who were trained, and placed in three schools. Today
there are nearly 4,000 volunteers who help out approximately 40,000 Boston school children
each year. The initial purpose of the program was to create a school library system for Boston
Public Schools, as well as assist Spanish-speaking immigrants in becoming integrated into the
school system.

Today BPE has expanded to include management of grass roots programs, parent
workshops, as well as providing training and technical assistance to schools, community
agencies, and businesses through its affiliate, Education and Management Consultants. BPE has

 been a founder and leader of the Massachusetts Association of Partners in Education, The
National Association of Partners in Education, and The International Partnership Network.

Artist Corita Kent was a strong supporter of BPE because of her love for children and
her dedication to improving education. Corita donated over 100 of her prints to BPE for their
15th anniversary, and the prints were then placed in Boston public schools for everyone to
enjoy. Just before her death in 1986, Corita also designed a poster for BPE to commemorate
their 20th anniversary.

#FH#H
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Artifacts of a Disaster

N APRIL 15, 1912, “TTTANIC” BECAME SYNONYMOUS WITH

“disaster.” But at the time, the Titanic was the most opu-
lent vessel in history. A controversial show opening this week
at the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich, England,
presents 150 treasures rescued from the Atlantic since 1985 —
all restored, via chemicals and electrolvsis, nearly to their pre-
iceberg grandeur. Many are elegant {silver travs, a bronze
cherub light holder, a steward's white jacket). some fascinat-
ingly banal (a hot-water dispenser. two of the ship's 1,241
portholes). Most haunting: the bell that laookout Frederick
Fleet rang at first sight of the iceberg.

The show has detractors, including survivors whao believe
the ship should be left undisturbed. The artifacts come from
the “debris field" that resulted wher: the boat showered ob-
jects as it sank and hit bottom, which placates some. “As long
as they take them ol the sea-
hed and not the wreck, it's all
righl,” says Millvina Dean,
who was Y weeks old when she
was rescued along with her
mother and brother. Her [a-
ther was last seen slanding on
the Titanic's sinking deck.
“Fhis ship is o grave and
should stav as it is”

)Ourney to the botton af the sea
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Strap-a-Bear

HIEY RE MADE FOR KIDS, BUT
Tlately. trendy teens and chic
moms are strapping on teddy

_ bears. too. From Barneys

" {where they're sold in the chil-
. dren’s department) to the Tutto
Bene boutique in the Hamp-
tons, the plush-bear backpacks
are runaway best sellers. So
popular that the Alaska-based
manufacturer, the Mango Ted-
dy Bear Co., can scarcely keep
up with the demand. *“They're
pure whimsy,” says Kim Stall-
er, the buyer at Manhattan’s
E.AT. gift shop. Whether
they're stuffed with pj’s fora
sleepover or slung over an Ar-
mani suit, the fad’s just more
proof that people never cut-
grow their love for teddy.

Nﬂdless love: Teddy

PUBLIC ART

LIKE ELVIS, HO CHI
Minh shows up in
strange places, Per-
haps no sighting of the
former North Viet-
namese leader is.
more famous than the
one in the Boston gas-
tank rainbow, painied
by Corita Kent in
1971. Bostonians de-
manded a new rendi-
tion when the compa-
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ny razed the painted tank two years ago and le& its unpamte
neighbor alone. Some say Ho No. 2 looks different: squished::"
nose, flat eyebrow. Spokesman Frank Arricale disagrees:

Typical card: Creature and coeds

CARDS

Gollectible
Gore

IF THE PROLIFERATION GF
trading cards— serial killers,
Vietnam, even GATT negotia-
tors —hasn't made you sick.
these just might. The Topps
Co.'s Mars Attacks cards fea-
ture such ghoulish scenes as a
giant bug decapitating a woman
while two naked women stand
by or a horrified boy crying as
an alien vaporizes his dog. The
cards are so gruesome {and fre-
quently misogynistic) that

@ rm:m; D e :uw

Topps pulled the 55-card series :

shortly after its 1962 release.
But with the set selling for
$2,000, the company has reis-
sued the cards, along with 45
new and unimproved ones.
“The gore excites the kids,” says
Topps's promotion manager,
Gaylé Young. With a Martian
comic book already out, look
for a possible animated TV se-
ries and a movie next. Or don't.

Lucy HowanrD and Manc PEYSER
with bureau reports

Can You Spot Ho Ghl Mmh?

“You don’t change a Picasso because a group doesn’t like it.”



